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The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library

UNTOLD

STORIES
a decade 
of library 
programs

UNTOLD
STORIES

What is it? 
• Labor history focus

• Humanities based series 

• Features multiple genres: authors, film, 
theater, panel discussions, music, 
walking and bus tours, etc.)

• History topics, but also current issues 
affecting workers and working life

• Local as well as national or even 
international in scope. 
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UNTOLD
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Origins 
3 Major Factors
• New outreach audience

• Good, local material – centennial

• Stable funding – humanities endowment

Partners & Community Committee
• Friends, unions, colleges, media, library

• Committee connections & credibility

• Long-term commitment = trust
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UNTOLD
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2008 Series 
• 12 events over 1 month period:

– 4 author talks or lectures, 3 theater related events, 
panel discussion followed by sing-along, high school 
presentation, bus tour, art exhibit, film

• 6 events in Library – 6 in community 
venues

• Includes book/film lists handed out, 
purchase of new materials by the Library, 
ongoing website development (we hope)
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Why is it successful? 
• Multi-faceted –

something for everyone 

• Multiple venues –
not just library

• Strong publicity –
brochures, bookmarks, ads, websites, press 
releases, articles in labor media, expanding 
network of partners

• Strong committee –
they’ve taken ownership 

• Current Topics & Relevant Issues

UNTOLD
STORIES

Why is it successful? 
• Partners do more and more 

– Unions and Union Organizations – provide 
funding, presenters, connections, venues, committee 
members, publicity and audience

– Colleges – connections, presenters, committee 
members, publicity, audience

– History Societies – connections, presenters, 
committee members, exhibit, PR, sites, audience

– Parks/Conservatory – great space, audience

– Theaters and theater groups – performances, 
venues, publicity and audience



Presentation by Alayne Hopkins & Stu 
Wilson, The Friends of the Saint Paul 
Public Library 5

UNTOLD
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Why is it successful? 
• Dependable Annual Funding

– Endowment – funds programs 
and also Library collections

– Friends operating funds

– Union support - $1,000

– Individual donations and 
memberships

UNTOLD
STORIES

Series Results 
• Annual use of resources lessening

• Committee does more work - ownership

• Series connections have helped in many ways:
– Borrowing sound system

– Expanding networks: attendance,  supporters, 
connections & advice for other series

– Help with lobbying both City and State from unions

– Increased donations – both series and otherwise

– Help with special projects – bookmobile to Mexico, 
conference presentations, Sessions Award

– Different view of Friends and Library among an 
important constituency


